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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0850 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: EVENTS IN ERITREA 

1. ASMARA AND SURROUNDING AREA HAVE BEEN EXCEPTIONALLY 
QUIET SINCE SEPT. 19 INCIDENT IN WHICH 18 PEOPLE REPORTEDLY 
KILLED. THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTS OF ASSASSINATIONS, NO 
FIREFIGHTS, AND NO EPMG RETALIATION IN OR AROUND ASMARA. 
DURATION OF THIS LULL HAS LED TO SPECULATION AS TO ITS 
ORIGINS. FOLLOWING IS LIST OF LOCAL EXPLANATIONS FOR CALM: 

(A) RAMADAN FAST (WHICH ENDED OCT. 6) PRECLUDED VIOLENCE; 

(B) FRONT STILL AWAITING OUTCOME OF EVENTS IN ADDIS WHICH MIGHT 
LEAD TO CHANGE OF POLICY TOWARD ERITREA; (C) ELF/PLF 
UNIFICATION TALKS IN EARLY SEPT ACTUALLY LED TO WIDENING 

OF DIFFERENCES, THEREBY FORESTALLING JOINT INITIATIVES IN 
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CALM; AND SINCE HIS RETURN (SEPT. 30) HE HAS NOT CHOSEN TO 
REINITIATE VIOLENCE; (E) BOTH SIDES REGROUPING FOR RENEWED 
ACTIVITY; AND (F) FRONT CONCERNED THAT ANY ACTION MIGHT RESULT 
IN EPMG RETALIATION AGAINST ERITREAN CEREAL CROPS (WHICH 
SHOULD BE HARVESTED WITHIN MONTH). LAST TWO MOST PERSUASIVE, 
BUT WHATEVER REASONS FOR CALM, RESIDENTS OF ASMARA APPRECIATE 
RESPITE IN WHICH TO TAKE DEEP BREATH AND TRY TO CONDUCT NORMAL 
BUSINESS. NONETHELESS, LONG SPELL OF QUIET IS NOT 
PARTICULARLY REASSURING TO ANY PARTY, AS ALL EXPECT PEACE 
TO BE SHATTERED IN NEAR FUTURE. 

2. RUMORS ARE WIDESPREAD OF HEAVY FIGHTING IN SAHIL 
REGION, IN WHICH LOCAL SOURCES, AS USUAL, CLAIM EPMG SUFFERED 
SEVERE SETBACK. RUMORS INCLUDE REPORT THAT NAFKA HAS BERN 
EVACUATED BY EPMG AND THAT ENTIRE SAHIL DISTRICT HAS BEEN 
"LIBERATED." ONE REPORT ALSO CLAIMS FRONT EMPLOYED ARMORED 
VEHICLES IN SAHIL FIGHTING. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE NO ONE CAN BE CERTAIN AS TO REASON FOR 
CURRENT LULL, CONGEN BELIEVES THAT IT WILL NOT LAST LONG. 

WE WOULD NOT, HOWEVER, SPECULATE AS TO WHEN OR HOW QUIET 
MIGHT BE BROKEN. RE SAHIL FIGHTING, CONGEN, WHILE SERIOUSLY 
DOUBTING FRONT USE OF ARMORED VEHICLES, WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY, POSSIBLE FROM EPMG SOURCES, 
ON CURRENT MILITARY SITUATION IN SAHIL. 

SHERRY 
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